Script for Contact Elected Officials to Oppose E-Verify

Step 1: The Call
Call Elected Official

Step 2: The Conversation 

Hello,

My name is ______________________ and I am calling from [City] to let [Name of Elected Official] know that as a constituent and taxpayer, I strongly oppose mandatory e-verify. E-verify is a severely flawed system that will place additional burdens on struggling small businesses and create roadblocks to work for U.S. Citizens and immigrants with work authorization.
[Optional] Some of the other concerns I have about the e-verify system are:

· The databases used to administer e-verify are riddled with errors that often lead to U.S. Citizens and lawful immigrant workers facing delays in or denial of employment. 
· Many small businesses and business associations, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, oppose mandatory e-verify because of the added layer of bureaucracy and additional resources it requires from businesses. 
· Implementation of mandated e-verify is costly for local governments and I don’t want my taxpayer dollars going to a clearly ineffective system. 

· Imposing e-verify on businesses will not lead to a reduction in unemployment, but instead lead to higher unemployment rates. 
· Implementation of mandatory e-verify will result in discrimination and undermine workers rights. 

(If the elected official’s office asks you for research to support your concerns, please contact Toby Guevin at OneAmerica at 206-452-8416 or toby@weareoneamerica.org, who can provide you with the necessary reports and research)

Step 3: Find Out Where They Stand
Does [elected official] support the implementation of mandated e-verify?

If No: I am glad to hear that [elected official] opposes mandated e-verify. Please tell them thank you and we appreciate their support.

If Yes: I hope [elected official] will change their mind on this important issue, since I believe our tax dollars and resources are better spent elsewhere, such as [list services that are important to you].

Step 4: The Thank You

Be polite and thank the staff member for listening to your concerns and passing them along to the elected official.

