
 

 

 

 
Invest in the Future, Invest in Citizenship:  
Support the Washington New Americans Program 
 
As Americans and immigrants, we believe in the American Dream: that through hard work we 
can build a life of opportunities for our families.  We also recognize the importance of a good 
investment.  Citizenship is both part of the American Dream for immigrants and a critical 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƴŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ  
 
Washington has approximately 160,000 legal permanent residents eligible for citizenship, who 
have not yet naturalized because of numerous barriers, such as prohibitive costs, access to 
legal and other services, lack of information, and fear of the process. Washington New 
Americans has a proven track record of serving low income families across the state, of 
creative public-private partnerships, and of leveraging state dollars, all in the name of helping 
immigrants from all walks of life access the American Dream of citizenship. 
 
We ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
New Americans by funding the program at its current level for 2009-2011. 

 WNA is a statewide program that leverages the best 
elements of public-private partnership and brings 
additional dollars to the state. WNA leverages key 
relationships with nonprofit agencies, the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), Gates 
Foundation, and the Federal Government to match 
103% of the SǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΦ All of these funds are 
contingent upon continued funding of WNA through 
the state. (See graph, right)                                             

 WNA has broad impact, doing more with less. 
Despite having minimal funds ($550,174 for the 
biennium), WNA served more than 2,600 people 
through its citizenship outreach program; received 241,000 hits on its website; utilized 420 
volunteers to administer citizenship legal services; provided at least 85,500 people with 
informational materials about citizenship; and reached 3.75 million people with its ethnic media 
campaign using television, radio, and the interior of buses to get out the message about citizenship.   

 WNA helps working families become citizens 
who would otherwise not have access to the 
process, and builds and supports the 
infrastructure of service providers. WNA helped 
more than 900 legal permanent residents 
complete their citizenship forms and awarded 12 
grants to ten agencies across the State, including 
in Central and Eastern WA, for Outreach, 
Education and Naturalization Services, providing 
training to all subcontractors. An estimated 87% 
of clients served came from households under 
300% FPL (for median family of 4*). 
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ά! ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ performance measures set for the first phase of 
the New Americans Program indicates that [the partnership] 
exceeded ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ 

 

-November 2009 Department of Commerce Report on Performance and 
Outcomes of WNA 

 

 

TAKE ACTION! 
In 2008, the Legislature recognized the importance of WNA, and stated its intention to fund the program at 
$2 million for two years and provided $326,587 for a pilot year. However, in 2009 the state cut $103,000 
and funded the program at $550,174 for two years, which was compounded by an administrative cut. The 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ²b!Φ Lƴ нлмлΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ bŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ 
program in the supplemental budget.  

For more information visit: 

www.wanewamericans.org 
 
 
 

 

 

 WNA meets people where they are: In-district. WNA, in partnership with AILA, hosted Citizenship 
Daysτthree days at 11 sites across WAτ where immigrants can complete applications with pro 
bono lawyers. Citizenship days focus on areas with limited access to legal assistance                                                                                      
and the demand was enormous, with lines stretching out the doors.  

 WNA is an effective and efficient program; it works. According to a November 2009 Department of 
/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΥ  άA review of performance measures set for the 
first phase of the New Americans Program indicates that [the partnership] exceeded contract goals 
for the first year of the program.έ 

 WNA is already nationally recognized. WNA was one of only 13 naturalization programs in the 
country chosen out of almost 300 applications to be awarded a $100,000 grant from US Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. President Obama has made citizenship assistance a priority, 
understanding its 
economic and cultural 
implications for working 
immigrants. 

 WNA provides culturally 
and linguistically 
appropriate services. 
WNA disseminated information about the citizenship process through a hotline in 20 languages, a 
website in six languages, and translated materials.  

 WNA is a gateway to opportunity and introduces new pathways to economic success. Citizenship is 
ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ мп҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
workforce. By funding WNA, the state is investing in pathways to economic success for working 
immigrant families, communities, and key industries, since the program provides referrals to English 
classes and other naturalization services. 

 WNA promotes civic engagement and democracy. WNA has developed a Naturalization Curriculum 
that is effective but not intimidating and emphasizes civic involvement beyond citizenship and 
participation in the democratic process. 

 WNA is ambitious and evolves to meet the needs of new Americans. This year, WNA expands to a 
12

th
 Citizenship Day site and partners with local credit unions to provide naturalization loans.  

 
 

If you have any questions please contact Toby Guevin, State Policy and Legislative Manager at 

OneAmerica, at (206) 452-8416 or Toby@Weareoneamerica.org. 

mailto:Toby@Weareoneamerica.org

